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Message From The Principal  

NEWS FLASHéééé 

It will cost a little more to eat 

in our cafeteria  beginning 

January, 2010.  Please read 

inside for more details!  

Congratulations go out to Qian Lin 

(8th), Shelby Glessner (7th) and 

Adriana Richardson (6th) for being 

our December 2009 winners in our 

MLMS School Perfect Attendance 

Contest.  They are to be commended 

for their responsibility, their punctu-

ality and their dependability.  Not bad 

qualities for our youth to be demon-

strating!    

òTHAT WAS FIRST CLASS!ó 

The words of one parent who attended 

our Winter Concert on December 15, 

2009.  Our choir and band directors 

had our 6th grade Chorus, Orange 

Band, Concert Choir, 7th and 8th 

grade Choir and Blue Band dazzle our 

audience with some 18 seasonal selec-

tions.   

WHAT AN EVENING!  Over 400 

family members and friends turned 

out for the festivity.  It was a most 

positive and inspiring night!  

GINGERBREAD HOUSES 

were made by our Art Enrich-

ment class to celebrate the 

holiday season before we left 

for the holiday break!  Stu-

dents used graham crack-

ers, icing and decorative 

candies over two class periods to build 

and decorate their own house.   The 

houses were very festive and turned 

out great!  Thanks to all the parents 

who contributed to making this pro-

ject a success!   

 

Our MLMS family welcomes our students back and trust they had an invigorating yet restful holiday!  Iõm 

sure it has also been a time for reflection.   

Iõm sometimes asked the question, òWhat can I do as a parent to help my childõs academic achievement 

and improve his/her behavior?ó  First, I appreciate very much the query because it means that parents 

want to work with our school to promote the very best for and from their children.  Thatõs always a win-

win situation.  

Christi and David Bergin, writing in the January, 2010 edition of Educational Leadership, say that there 

is one very simple support that parents can use to promote all that is positive in their children and their 

school.  In their article, òSleep: the E-Z Z Z Intervention,ó they report, òThe answer to low achievement 

and misbehavior might just be a good nightõs sleep.ó  The data they share is interesting.  òAbout 85 per-

cent of adolescents are reported to be mildly sleep deprived, and 10 ñ40 percent may be significantly sleep 

deprived.ó 

What are the consequences of sleep deprivation?  òSleep-deprived students tend to be more restless, irrita-

ble and impulsive than other students.ó  This is very likely to involve them in our schoolõs behavior sys-

tem.  Thereõs more.  òAnother consequence of sleep deprivation is lower academic achievement.  Poor 

sleepers are more likely to fail a grade than other students are, even when they do similar amounts  of 

homework.ó  We are all familiar with the research on student failure which is likely to lead to a decision 

for a student to culminate his/her high school experience absent a diploma.ó 

To gather additional evidence in this area, òé..researchers asked parents of students in grades four and 

six to put their children to bed earlier or later than usual for three nights in a row.  They found that stu-

dents who went to bed an average of 30 ñ40 minutes earlier improved in memory, motor speed, attention 

and other abilities associated with mathematics and reading test scores.  Thus, even modest, temporary 

increases in sleep can have substantial effects on studentsõ classroom functioning.ó 

So, what can parents do that is inexpensive, easy, yet very effective in supporting their children and our 

middle school?  Just make sure your children get a good nightõs sleep!  By the way, that is between eight 

and nine hours a night.  

                                                 Respectfully,  

                                                                                    Dr. James H. VanSciver                                                

                                                  Interim Principal  

Fairness is the Character Counts Pillar for the Month of Januaryéto become a produc-
tive citizen in our society, we must alwayséé.. 

Play by the rules  

Take turns and share  

Be open- minded; listen to others  

Make decisions without favoritism or prejudice  

Donõt take advantage of others 

Donõt blame others carelessly 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates and Events éééééééééé. 

SCHOOLS REOPENED    Jan.  4, 2010 
Board of Education Work Session    Jan.  7                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
End of 2nd Marking Period    Jan. 15 
SCHOOLS CLOSED     Jan. 18 
SCHOOLS CLOSED for students    Jan. 19 
Board of Education Meeting    Jan. 21 
REPORT CARDS     Jan. 28 
All Shore Band Auditions, Easton Middle   Jan. 30 
Board of Education Budget Work Session   Feb. 6 
MLMS 8th gr. DCTC Tours  8:30 am                    9 thru 11 
SCHOOLS CLOSED/PRES. DAY                   15 
Board of Education Meeting                   18 
NO SCHOOL for students            22 and 23 
PARENT CONFERENCE DAY  *                   23 
National Outdoor Show, SDS                   26 and 27 
MLMS SPRING PICTURES    Mar. 4 
National School Breakfast Week                     7 thru 13 
C-SDHS Class Play                  11 thru 14 
MSA Math Testing                  16 and 17 
Board of Education Meeting                 18 
All Shore Honors Band, Easton High                26 
End of 3rd Marking Period           26 
All Shore Honors Band, Easton High                27 
SCHOOLS CLOSED/Spring Break    Apr. 2 and 5 
REPORT CARDS            7 
Board of Education Meeting                            15 
All Shore Chorus, Easton High                 16 
Teacher of the Year Reception/Choptank               20 
SCIENCE FAIR     Apr.22 
INTERIM REPORTS                29 

* Want to get a real solid sense of how your child is doing in all classes?  Come to 

our February Parent Conference Day planned for Tuesday, February 23, 2010 from 
10:30 a.m. through 6:00 p.m. (1:30 until 2:00 lunch period).  Fox maximum use of 
your time, it is best to schedule a time to meet with your childôs teachers in advance.  
More information about scheduling to follow!  HOPE TO SEE YOU AT OUR 
PARENT CONFERENCE DAY on February 23, 2010. 

 
COMMUNITY GENEROSITY  

Our MLMS family hopes your family had a chance to see our 

beautiful holiday tree adorning our front lobby.  Our tree was 

donated by Mr. Donteõ Holliday, the dad of our 6th grader, 

Donteõ Holliday and Wali Bass, independent landscapers  in 

our community.   
 
Our decorations were donated by our very own art students 

under the direction of our creative art teacher, Ms. Jill 

Vanderhook.   

 

What a blessing to have such acts of generosity by our parents 

and skillfull teachers.    
 

MLMS Students Thinking Outside the Box  
Winter Cannalito and Kindall Ridgely have caught the ògreen bugó 

at our school.  These two seventh graders are championing a recycling 

initiative that has been promoted by our Dorchester County Student 

Government  Association.  

 

A major point of emphasis for this drive is to collect 

cans, paper, plastic and ink cartridges.  Winter and 

Kindall have agreed to be personally responsible for this 

process.  Their goal is to promote recycling while 

keeping our school looking great.   KUDOS to Winter and 

Kindall for their willingness to volunteer for this most worthy 

cause.  
A Moment for Reflection !  

Do you know how to brighten up a dreary day?  A smile 

is low budget, effective and decreases the chances of 

getting wrinkles in your face. Smile early, often and every 

day!  Something to think about!    
 Jym  

LOOK UP !  Donõt make the mistake of looking down when you 

enter our Maceõs Lane Middle School front doors.  We are working hard 

on improvements in curriculum, student behavior and 

attendance; we are also paying attention to the way our school 

pleases the eye! 

 

Looking up , you will see banners celebrating the efforts of our 

Maceõs Lane Alumni Association and our parents, two very  

 

important groups who contribute heartedly to the 

success of our students.  As you enter our main office, 

we hope you notice the fresh paint and prints 

celebrating our Tiger theme.  

 

It is important that, when talking about Tiger Pride, 

we show it to our students, our staff and our parents.  

Pride is something that you live, not just talk about.  

 
We would also like to take the time to thank our 

custodial staff for their extremely important work in keeping 

our school clean and safe for our students and staff.   

Come in for a visit; get consumed in our Tiger theme.  Enjoy 

your stay and work with us for the benefit of our children.   

We hope you and your family have a Tiger kind of day!  

 

WHAT IS A TIGER!   A tiger is cunning, able to outsmart a foe using clear 

thinking and planning. A tiger is patient, able to wait out its prey while stalking in the tall 
grass.  A tiger is persistent, able to use consistent strategies to capture its next meal. 

 
HOW DOES THAT FIT INTO OUR TIGER WAY?    We want our 

students to be cunning and demonstrate attention in their classes and complete work that 
will result in them getting the best of grades; we want our students to be patient and not 
find themselves involved in conflict here at  our school and; we want our students to be 
persistent and show up to school every day and on time! 
 
When our students demonstrate a ñtiger kind of dayò, the result is that their education and 
their future will be the better. 
 
For the month of February and the third marking period, students will receive a Tiger-
theme award.  For perfect attendance in February, one student from 
each grade level will win a $ 50 cash prize.  In addition, every 
Maceôs Lane Middle School student who has perfect 
attendance for Feb., who does not have a single office 
referral for February, and who does not have a single failing 
grade on his/her report card for interims for the third marking period will be presented a 

Tiger-theme award! 
 
Watch for them during the middle of our third marking period.  You will 
know which of our students is having a ñtiger kind of day.ò  

  

WORKING TOGETHER!  There is considerable research to support the fact that when the 
home and school work together, the student always benefits. At times, students make 
choices we wish they wouldnôt.  Depending on the severity or frequency of those choices, 
our students find themselves assigned to in-school suspension or worse, one or more days 
of out-of-school suspension.  Often, our parents become frustrated by the loss of 
instructional time that is not possible to replicate outside the classroom. 
 
Here at our Maceôs Lane Middle School, we have another option for our parents.  If your 
child is suspended in school or out-of-school,  for a reason other than weapons, drugs 
or violence, we will erase a day of ISS or OSS for each day that you, the parent, 
come to school for the entire day with your child.  You would sign in at our front 
office, get a visitorôs tag and go through the school day with your child.  We feel 
very strongly about this.  When we work with you and you work with us, your 
childôs experience, both academic and social, will multiply many times in terms of 
richness and depth.  Just contact your grade level assistant principal to take 
advantage of this option. 

 

PARENTS:  Mark your calendars for 

January 28.  This important date is the 

day report cards will go home!  
 
This is an excellent opportunity to talk with your child 

daily about school, homework and class work.  The more you 

interact with your children about school and form a 

relationship with their teachers, the richer the school 

experience becomes and the more achievement your children 

will demonstrate.  

 
TALK WITH YOUR CHILDREN; TALK WITH THEIR 

TEACHERS.  SHOW YOUR CHILDREN THAT EDUCATION IS 

IMPORTANT!  
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Our 6th grade Social Studies students are back from break and jumping right into their study of the Jew-

ish culture.  The religious beliefs of the ancient Jews had a great effect on how they lived.  This is 

a great time to talk with your child/ren about how religion affects the lives of people in the United States.     

6th grade Mathematic students are kicking off the new year spending time preparing for our second mathematics benchmark to 

be taken January 7 and 8th.  Students will revisit all material studied up to this point which covers Standard 6.0 Number Rel ati onships and 

Computation Arithmetic, Standard 1.0 Knowledge of Algebra, Patterns and Functions, Standard 2.0 Knowledge of Geometry and Sta ndard 

3.0 Knowledge of Measurement.  Please help your student prep for the benchmark by studying class notes, homework and past qui zzes. 

Following the benchmark, students will begin a unit combining Standards 4.0 Knowledge of Statistics and 5.0 

Knowledge of Probability.  Students will create and interpret frequency tables, organize and display data to 

make stem and leaf plots, apply measures of central tendency (mean,median,mode), read and analyze circle 

graphs.  They will also express theoretical and experimental probability of events as a fraction, percent or deci-

mal.  Our unit test will be in the second week of February with the third benchmark exam the week after.  

Parents/guardians :  Please do not forget to check and sign your childõs agenda every night.  Teachers have the students copy down the 

homework at the beginning of each class, stamp that it is correct and also check for parental notes.  Students have an opport uni ty to earn 

stickers for our sticker contest just for getting their agenda signed daily.  Our family hopes your family has a great 2010 y ear! 

6th grade students in our Science classes will be concluding the Geologic Time Unit of study and moving on to òMatter and Elements.ó  

Our students will be participating in textbook assignments, web quests and hands -on experiences relating to the periodic table a nd the ele-

ments involved.  

Our eighth graders in Social Studies finished up the Revolutionary War before the holidays.  Students are 

now studying the Constitution and our democratic government.  The next benchmark for our students in Social 

Studies is the last week of January, 2010.  Please note that, if  your child did not complete the Service Learning pro-

ject, it appeared as an òincompleteó on their second term report card. 

 

Our students would also like to thank Dr. VanSciver for the replicas of the Constitution, Declaration of Independence and 

the Bill of Rights.  They are amazing!  

 

Our 8th grade Language Arts teachers hope our students and their families had a nice holiday break.  Our students  have been working 

very hard!  Some points to keep in mind:  whenever you are absent, it is important to keep track of assignments online; if yo u see that you 

missed an assignment, know the date and name of that assignment so your teacher will be able to get these materials together for  you in a 

timely manner.  You are able to access your grades from any computer that has internet capabilities.  If your login and passw ord are un-

known, this information can be relayed to you through our guidance department at extension 1104.  All 8th grade students will  have had the 

opportunity to visit our media center before the holiday break.  We hope the students took advantage of this opportunity to k eep their reading 

skills sharp.     

   Over  one-hundred (100) Maceô s Lane Middle School students attended our first evening dance on December 11, 2009.  A 

GREAT TIME WAS HAD BY ALL!   Cr it er ia f or  get t ing in t o  t he dance w as p er f ect  at t end ance f or  a p er iod  o f  t im e 

and  no o f f ice ref er rals.  It  w as great  t o  see our  st ud ent s having such a good  t im e here in  our  gym nasium .  KU-

DOS t o  our  f acu lt y and  p arent  chap erones and  our  cust od ians w ho seem ed  t o  en joy t he d ance as m uch as our  

st ud ent s.  

        

   

 

Over three dozen Maceô s Lane Middle School staff participated in our December 15 holiday breakfast at 

our  schoo l.   What  a f est ive and  celeb rat ory m ood  t h is creat ed  f or  our  schoo l cult ure.  Many t hanks t o  

Sher i Hub b ard  and  Deb orah Wood en f or  organ izing t h is event .     

    

7th Grade News  

6th Grade News 

8th Grade News 

7th Grade News    Several important activities missed in last monthõs newsletter:  Students in one of our 7th grade mathematics 
classes who completed homework for an extended period of time, correctly answered a Brief Constructive Response (BCR), and ob-

tained a passing grade in class were invited to participate in a golfing activity at the Hyatt during the month of October.  Nearly fifty 

students participated.  On November 24, approximately 22 students who completed homework for a specified amount of 

time and obtained a passing grade participated in a bowling activity.  On December 15, another bowling activity took 

place due to quite a few of our students performing as expected concerning their homework and testing.  Our students 

are to be commended for all of their hard work and dedication.  

Winter holidays are now over and our 7th grade Language Arts classes are back to work reading and writing.  We hope you are well 

rested!  This month, our 2nd quarter book reports are due on January 11th for all 7th graders.  We are starting a new unit, U nderstanding 

and Interpreting Short Stories.  Students will be reading òBroken Chainó by Gary Soto, òBirthday Boxó by Jane Yolen and òToo Soon A 

Womanó by Dorothy M. Johnson.  Students will specifically focus on evaluating our writing by having a mini-assessment each week.  Every-

one is looking forward to a very productive month!  

Our Language Arts 7th graders also finished their poetry unit by participating in a Poetry Café.  Parents and staff were invited 

to stop by the Media Center on December 16, 2009 when convenient or during staff planning periods or lunches to watch and 

listen to our students recite their favorite poems.  After each student read, all students snapped their fingers in appreciation.  It 
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